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Singing Round the Christmas Tree 
 

 

 

Why not take a break from the hectic run up to Christmas and come and join us for a traditional 

pre-Christmas celebration with fellow villagers.  This year our Christmas celebrations will take place 
on Monday 21st December at 7.00 pm.   
 

We will be singing by the Village Christmas Tree in the Memorial Gardens with music provided by 

John Phillips and Gerry Kreibich.  Afterwards refreshments will be provided by the Parish Council in 
the Midland Hotel.   Thanks to Mel & Chris for sponsoring the tree again this year and to Don Sturt 

of Cromford for supplying and siting the tree. 
   

Matlock Bath In the Future 
 

  

 

What will the picture be in 2020 and beyond? 

The Parish Council is pleased to announce 

that it is to embark on a project with Derby 
University to investigate the possible future 

for the village. The Hotel, Resort and Spa 
Management department of the College of 

Business at the University has agreed to take 
on the project with a team of its students.  

The University will, through this project, 

produce a report outlining a series of options 
which we can take forward into the next 

decade.  It is hoped that the report will be 
published next autumn.  
 

We are very grateful for the good offices of Andrew Pugh of the Heights of Abraham and resident of the village for 
making this possible.  The project will have a wide ranging brief and include the following: 
 

 Investigate the overall appeal and appearance, access, 

infrastructure and visitor services at Matlock Bath 

 Identify the importance of the visitor economy to 

Matlock Bath and its wider linkages 
 Identify stakeholders, working structures and 

communication.  

 Conduct product audits including facilities, heritage and 

culture, landscape, built environment, access and visitor 

services. 
 

 Carry out a business survey 

 Identify local issues  

 Carry out a visitor survey 

 Assess the destination 

 Analyse external trends and competitors  

 Present a research report on findings 

 

Our village has three key groups, the residents, those who work here and the visitors.  All three groups are the 
stakeholders in this project and it is crucial that they have ownership of the project.  All will be involved at all stages.   

As the partner organisation with the University, the Parish Council will set up a support group that will monitor the 
project and advise as it progresses.  This support group will be chaired by Andrew Pugh and consist of Parish Councillors 

working with representatives of the District and County Councils, the hospitality sector, the attraction sector and the 
shop/food outlet sector from the village.  We also envisage stakeholders showing their backing for the project by 

completing a statement of support/ involvement/commitment form.  The information from this form can then assist the 

university in the project.   
 

The project will receive full press coverage in the New Year – this article is a preface so that those most involved are 
first to know.  We would be pleased to hear your initial thoughts as key stakeholders so have set up a special email for 

this purpose: intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   Your email address will be used as part of a database by 
which we can contact you in the future about the project.       

mailto:intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Pro Loco Art and Photography Competitions 2015 – Cllr Lorraine Keeble 
 

What an exciting and creative time the village has had this Autumn!  This year, alongside the illuminations, both Art and 
Photography competitions were held in October and once again we were amazed at how much talent they attract in all 

age categories.  It seems with each year both competitions grow in both popularity and standard.  
 

 
 

1st Prize – John Buckland 
 

 

The Art Competition, now in its 36th year, came first and attracted 24 
adult entries and 40 in the childrens categories.  We were delighted 

to see various media used to create some stunning work, all 

depicting scenes of Matlock Bath.  The entries were all displayed in 
the Pump Room of the Grand Pavilion on Saturday 3rd October when, 

as usual, we asked for the public to vote for their favourite work in 
each age category. 
 

This year’s adult winner, together with all previous winners can be 

seen in the Conference Centre at Masson Mills.  Anyone wishing to 

see the exhibition can contact Masson Mills direct. 

1st Prize – John Buckland, 2nd Prize – Sarah Parkin, 3rd Prize – Hazel Wilderspin.  

Best Villager – Jonathan Shepherd 
 

1st and 2nd prizes were sponsored by Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mill. 
 

This year we introduced three new prizes – Most Creative and Innovative, Highly 

commended and the Parish Council Award.  Linda Hardy won the Most Creative and 
Innovative for her wonderful collage.  The Parish Council Award went to Ana 

Anstead who produced a beautiful watercolour of Matlock Bath’s Bandstand.   
 

 

Hazel Wilderspin 

 
 

Jonathan Shepherd 

The award for Highly Commended went to Penny Piggott.  Penny produced a lovely 
and creative 3D model of Masson Mills. 

 
The winners in the Junior Artist category were: 1st Prize – Teddy Edwards, 2nd Prize – 

Gaby Wolfenden, 3rd Prize – Alexander Allen.   

 
The winners in the Infants Section were: 1st Prize – Beth Hardy, 2nd Prize – Isabel 

Hobson, 3rd Prize – Toby Kirkland. 
 

The winner in the Secondary section was: 1st Prize – Izzy Edwards 

 
Overall, 200 votes were cast to choose the winners. 

 
The Photography Competition, in its 6th year, was held later in the month with voting 
taking place, again in the Pump Room of the Grand Pavilion on Saturday 24th 

October.  We had a bumper entry of outstanding shots this year with 166 entries, 

shortlisted with extreme difficulty to 74.  We are extremely grateful to local 
photographer, Robert Morris, for his help in shortlisting the entries again.  
 

This year we introduced more categories, including “Best Picture of Matlock Bath – A 

Hidden Gem” which generated some unusual shots of less well-known Matlock Bath 
sights.   
 

Another new category was “Best Picture of the Heritage of Matlock Bath”.  Again a 

wonderful array of photographs was submitted including St Johns Chapel on St Johns 
Road. 
 

The winners this year were: 
 

1st Prize – Barry Knapper, 2nd Prize – Pauline Dawson, 3rd Prize – David Smith, Best 

Villager – Andy Gray 
  

 

Barry Knapper 

 



 

 Pro Loco Art and Photography Competitions 2015 (cont) 
 

 
Andy Gray 

 

The Parish Council Award went to Jackie Sellers for her picture  of our 
wonderful War Memorial. 

 
In the “Best Picture of” categories, winners were: 

 

Holy Trinity Church – Jon Hollands, Heights of Abraham – Marcin Pabich, 
Illuminations – Simon Beynon, Masson Mills – Peter Keeble, High Tor – 

Geraldine Curtis, Wildlife – Tracy Argent, ‘A Hidden Gem’ – Mark Fairman, 
Heritage – Mary Fairman. 

 

In the Young Photographer and Junior Photographer, winners were: Natalie 

Burden and Abigail Hunt. 
 

This year we moved from tradition and rather than presenting the winners 
with their prizes on the Sunday after voting, we instead invited all winners to 

an Award Ceremony held prior to the November meeting of the Parish 

Council.  Prizes were presented by Andrew Pugh, Managing Director of The 
Heights of Abraham.  He commented on the high standard of all the prize 

winners and the work was a wonderful reflection on our village.  All those 
attending enjoyed a light buffet and many commented on how much they 

relished the competition experience.  All winners from both competitions are 

listed above but we would like to extend our thanks to all those who entered 
each competition.   
 

 

 
Mary Fairman 

 
Jon Hollands 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to all our sponsors – Holy Trinity 

Church, Derbyshire Dales District Council (Illuminations) and the High Tor 
Hotel but in particular The Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills and The 

Heights of Abraham.  In addition, our thanks go to The Temple Hotel who 
hosted the presentation ceremony. 
 

We are already making arrangements for the 2016 Pro Loco Art and 

Photography  Competitions so why not start to think about entering?   

 

Our village looks stunning all year round, so how about capturing its beauty or character on canvas, in a textile piece 
or perhaps through a camera lens?   
 

There are prizes on offer for all age groups – check out our website for details in the New Year. 
 

To see all of the entries in both competitions, including the winning entries, log on to our website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk and follow the links from the home page. 
 

Memorial Information 

 

 

 

As part of the Heritage Lottery funded project, ‘The Great 
War – Life in The Bath’, an information board has been 
erected in The Memorial Gardens.  It provides a detailed 

history of the funding, manufacture and unveiling of our 

iconic Memorial.  Currently in the charge of the Parish 
Council, it attracts interest from residents and visitors alike 

and now, with this board adjacent to the Memorial, all can all 
be fully informed of its important history.   
 

Pictured by the information board are Mike Greenan and 

Charles Beresford, residents of the village and members of 
the WW1 project committee.   

 
 

Charles, a writer and local historian said that the Memorial is one of the finest and the village should take great pride in 
its heritage. 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Act of Remembrance 2015 
 

 
 

 

On Sunday afternoon 8th November, around 50 people 
gathered in the Memorial Gardens for the Act of 

Remembrance.  We were joined by members of the Sir 

Richard Arkwright Masson Mills Band who provided the 
music.  It was so encouraging to see so many young 

people gathered at this important community event 
especially as some were contributing with readings.  

These readings, taken from work done for the Heritage 
Lottery supported WW1 project ‘The Great War – Life in 

the Bath’ included dedications to two of the fallen in 

1915, writings from a postcard sent from Matlock Bath to 
the front and creative writing done by pupils from Holy 

Trinity School.   

There was also a reading of an account researched on a truce in the conflict at Gallipoli by Mike Greenan.  After the 
reading of the names of the fallen, wreaths were placed on behalf of the Parish Council and the children of the village 

and the last post was sounded.  A reading a prayer was provided by Rev Nick Grayshon.  A full copy of the programme 

and copies of the readings can be found on the website at www.ww1remembered.matlockbathpariscouncil.gov.uk 
 

The musicians have asked that their fee be donated to the ‘Help the Heroes’ charity which the Parish Council has done. 
 

Pictured by the memorial above are the young people who from the village have contributed to this year’s Act of 
Remembrance.  From left to right: Noah Whitehead, Hannah West, Gaby Wolfenden, Peter McCrea, Shelby Hirstwood 

and Ellen Hollands. 
 

Holy Trinity School – PTFA 

 

We've had a brilliant start to the new year at Matlock Bath Holy Trinity Primary School.  The children and staff are 

nicely settled in, spirits are high and now we are busily getting into the spirit of the Season and very much looking 
forward to the up-coming festivities.  
 

 

Dawn and the PTFA have 
been hard at work and, with 

the help of our team of Super 
Hero Volunteers, we have 

already managed to raise 
more than £1,600! This 

money is used to help pay for 

extra opportunities and 
experiences, for all of the 

children in our school. 
 

We're so lucky to have such a 

supportive community, here in 
Matlock Bath! 

 
We have been astounded by 

the effort put forth from local 

residents and business owners 
and we are so grateful to each 

and every one of you, for all 
you do for our school and our 

children.  
 
  

The Matlock Bath PTFA would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a very safe and Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
 

We look forward to seeing you around the village, as we celebrate the Season with family and friends.  

 
 

http://www.ww1remembered.matlockbathpariscouncil.gov.uk/


Friends of Matlock Bath - FOMB  

 

It’s been a busy end to the season and as you 
may be aware we have been working in 

conjunction with our local playgroup and Holy 

Trinity School to bring in much needed funds 
through parking cars during the illuminations 

season.  
 

The Friends of Matlock Bath, together with 
Matlock Bath Preschool and Holy Trinity Primary 

School would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to 

Richard Senior and his partners at the New Bath 
Hotel, Matlock Bath for their generosity during 

the Matlock Bath Illuminations this year.  After 
chatting with Cllr Peter Baranek, Matlock Bath 

Parish Council Chair, Richard made the generous 

offer of the use of their car park during the 
illuminations for the benefit of Matlock Bath 

Community. As a result, the FOMB were 
approached and the fundraising teams of all three 

groups got together to organise what was the 
biggest fundraiser they’ve seen in a long time! 

Staffing the car parking with volunteers over a 

total of 7 Saturdays, they managed to squeeze 
cars into every available gap, raising an 

astonishing £4,653 to be shared between them.  
 

If you would like more information on any of 
these groups please feel free to get in touch:  
 

FOMB: friendsofmatlockbath@gmail.com  
 

Matlock Bath Pre-School: 07870 525001  

info@matlockbathpreschool.co.uk 
 

Holy Trinity Primary School: 01629 582862  
info@matlockbath.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 

  

  

This fund raising has continued with the introduction of a weekly meat raffle.  If you would like tickets for this they can 

be obtained from the Temple at any time, from Holy Trinity School at the end of a school day or from Play group when 

they are in session.  The cost is £2 per week or if you buy 5, you get week 6 free.   The winners that we have already 
had have been extremely satisfied with the product and the amount.  All the profits will be split between the 3 groups. 
    
When the ‘Friends’ started, we asked those who wanted to be a friend what skills they could share.  We think that it 

would be great if we could create a web page, Facebook page, Twitter account, blog or such things along these lines.  
Ideally we would like a team to share these roles – we have had some interest and would like to see if anyone else 

could help.  If you are interested in offering advice or being involved, please e-mail us and we can then set up an 
informal get together for those who have expressed an interest. 

Flu Vaccination Information – Public Health Communications Officer, DCC 
 

Flu is a common infectious illness spread by coughs and sneezes. It can be very unpleasant, but you'll usually begin to 
feel better within about a week. 
 

However for young children, people aged over 65, people with long-term health conditions and pregnant women flu can 

be far more serious.  It can lead to serious health complications including bronchitis, pneumonia and ear infections. 
 

A free flu vaccination is offered to those at highest risk of complications thorough GP surgeries, pharmacies and schools. 

All children in school years one and two will be offered a free nasal flu vaccine at school.  
 

Younger children aged two, three and four, older people aged over 65 and pregnant women can receive their free 
vaccination at their GP’s surgery.  Keep you and your family healthy and well this winter by making sure they get their 

flu vaccination.  To find out more visit NHS Choices. 
 
 

mailto:friendsofmatlockbath@gmail.com
mailto:info@matlockbathpreschool.co.uk
mailto:info@matlockbath.derbyshire.sch.uk


District Council Report – Cllr Joyce Pawley 

 

Once again the Illuminations have been 
and gone and how wonderful they were 

too.  I would like to congratulate everyone 

concerned for all the effort they made in 
making the event even more successful 

this year.  The vibrancy of the lights and 
the fireworks seem to me, to typify just 

what the community in Matlock Bath, 
working with others, can do when it wants 

to.  Of course, there is a major input from 

the District Council, but without the 
support of your Parish Council, and many 

other volunteers it would not be so 
enjoyable.  Well done to the boat builders 

once again for the high standard of the 

display they put on which this year was 
incredible.  Also thanks should go to the 

Friends of Matlock Bath for working to 
provide parking at the New Bath Hotel and 

for raising money from their efforts for 

local groups; that was a great new 
initiative. 
 

I know that some of you have not been 

well pleased with the number of peddlers 
who arrived to trade during the event this 

year.  We could see why this might not be 
acceptable to existing businesses and, 

although we did address the problem of 

street trading without license, there was 
not much else that could have been done 

under existing laws, some of which go back 
to Victorian times.  Be assured we are 

going to look at this issue before next year 

to see if there are any other approaches 
we could take. 
 
  

Members from the Parish Council, Ward members, local businesses, the police, County Councillors (including the 
Highways Authority), and representatives from the Friends of Matlock Bath, have recently attended a meeting, 

facilitated by Derbyshire Dales District Council.  This meeting  took place to look at the regeneration of Matlock Bath  
and was arranged as we have received many concerns from the community in Matlock Bath about litter, vacant shops, 

the proliferation of advertising signs and other matters.   
 

I, for one, am looking with eagerness towards 2016, hopeful that it will bring new endeavours and sure that we can 
follow up on this one with as much success for a great future for The Bath.  Have a very Happy Christmas and a 

wonderful New Year. 
 

Proposed Pay and Display 
 

We have recently been notified about the proposed waiting restrictions, loading bay and on street charging order on 

Dale Road, North and South Parade.  The County Council propose to make a new order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984. 
 

A copy of the order and documents giving more detailed particulars of the order are available for inspection at the 

offices of the Derbyshire County Council main reception. 
 

All objections and other representations to the proposal must be made in writing and all objections must state the 

grounds on which they are made and be sent to the Strategic Director – Economy, Transport and Environment, 
Derbyshire County Council, County Hall, Matlock DE4 3AG or e-mail netmanadmin@derbyshire.gov.uk by 21st January 

2016. 
 

mailto:netmanadmin@derbyshire.gov.uk


Matlock Bath Through Time: Miners, Mills, Mineral Waters 
and Motorbikes – Peak District Mining Museum 
  
The Peak District Lead Mining Museum has started work on an exciting new project, Matlock Bath Through Time: 
Miners, Mineral Waters and Motorbikes.  Led by staff at the Mining Museum and supported by volunteers from the 

local community, the project will result in a new exhibition space dedicated to the rich heritage of Matlock Bath and 

Matlock.  The museum already has a large collection of postcards, photographs and objects relating to ‘The Matlocks’, 
and the new exhibition will provide the space and facilities to share the collection with our visitors. The project will be 

completed by October 2016. 
 

The Museum has been awarded £70,800 from the Heritage Lottery Fund towards the project and contributions have 
been gratefully received from Cllrs Irene Ratcliffe and Andy Botham through the Community Leadership Scheme, 

Museum Development East Midlands, The Grand Pavilion Limited, The Headley Trust, The Charles Hayward Foundation 

and Matlock Bath Parish Council.  The Museum will also be contributing from its own reserves.  There is still a small 
percentage of funds left to raise so if you can offer a donation towards the project, please contact the Museum or 

donate on line using the link on our website. 
 

Natural thermal waters have shaped the development of 
Matlock Bath as a spa resort and tourist destination from at 

least the seventeenth century, while local geology was a 

resource from the mining and quarrying industries. The 
spectacular landscape, known as little Switzerland, attracted 

tourists, artists and writers, including John Betjuman, Byron, 
Erasmus Darwin and John Ruskin on ‘The Grand Tour’.  Royal 

visitors included Princess Victoria and the Emperor of Brazil.  
There were hydropathic hotels, baths and water cures that were 

thought to be beneficial to the health.  Obscurities including 

monkeys and bears in the park and the famous ‘Switchback’ ride 
offered additional entertainment.  Petrifying wells all over the 

village used the natural mineral water to ‘turn to stone’ 
everyday objects.  The illuminations and venetian nights date 

back to the 19th century, a tradition which along with the 

location’s popularity with motorcyclists continues to the present 
day.  In modern times Matlock Bath has become known as an 

inland seaside resort, with family attractions and river walks, 
and has a unique atmosphere, but its origins are often 

forgotten. 
 

 

Illuminations Village Evening 

 

 
 

“Dr Who” 
 

 
 

“May the Force …” 
 

 

This year’s event saw villagers and visitors coming together to see the illuminated 
boats without the crowds.  Weather conditions were great and the boats took to the 

River Derwent so everyone could vote for their favourite boat. 
 

After the parade and voting, Mel & Chris from The 

Temple Hotel very kindly hosted a tasty barbecue 
again on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 

The winners were: 
 

1st – Dr Who – Isabel Flavel   

2nd – ‘May the Force be With You’ – The Motley Crew  
3rd – Ian Page – Mickey’s Steam Boat  
 

All boatbuilders were given a bottle of wine with the 

winners presented with a voucher for three food 

establishments in Matlock Bath.  The Parish Council is 
grateful to Matlock Bath Balti, The Fishpond (Raft) 

and Hodgkinsons Hotel for sponsoring the prizes. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

“Mickey’s Steam Boat” 



District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 

 

What a year it has been for 
Matlock Bath with real 

challenges such as the rock 

fall in Lovers Walk and the 
Memorial Gardens Shelter 

being condemned as not fit 
for public use. 
 

I, first of all, wish to pay 

tribute to our Officers at 
the Town Hall for dealing 

very quickly and efficiently 

with the rock fall situation, 
and thereby saving the 

Illuminations for this year. 
They did a splendid job.  

However, the Illuminations 

have not been without 
incident – complaints of 

congestion, road safety 
worries, pedlar issues.  All 

were discussed at a ‘wash-

up’ meeting in December. 

 

 
 

At a recent Governance & Resource Committee meeting we voted to spend more than £200,000 on the repair of the 
Memorial Gardens Shelter, the high cost caused by the fact that the end gable wall is built into the river bank.  I had 

hoped that work would start in the New Year in order that we could hand the building back for public use by Easter 
2016.  Additional monies have also been agreed to spend on the interior of the public conveniences to bring it up to date 

and to a more modern standard.   
 

However, the bad luck that has hit Matlock Bath this year continues.  Myself and Cllr Mrs Joyce Pawley were called to a 
meeting at the Town Hall on Thursday 12th November 2015 by the CEO Mrs Dorcas Bunton, together with other Senior 

Officers and Leaders of the Council, to be informed that there is evidence of Bats roosting in the Memorial Garden 

Shelter.  It is the Bat nesting season which lasts until March each year, and it is a criminal offence to disturb bats during 
the nesting season. The work therefore will have to be delayed!  We have put a contingency plan in place therefore and 

contacted Natural England who grant licenses in respect of Bats, with a plan to have all the necessary tendering 
processes for the work carried out as soon as possible, and whichever Company wins the job to repair the building, to 

be in a position then to start the work as soon as the nesting season is complete. I will report again when I have more 

information. 
 

As a result of this year’s issues the Authority will be holding two separate meetings in Matlock Bath in December to 
address such matters as the Illuminations, the Pedlar issue, the Policing of the event and lessons learned from this year 

with the intention to improve on future Illuminations events.  The second meeting is to help facilitate a meeting to 
discuss the future of Matlock Bath village itself.  This meeting will deal with a number of issues. 

I also wish to place on record my 
appreciation to Mr Andrew Pugh, Heights 

of Abraham, for his assistance in helping 
the Parish Council to move forward on their 

aspirations for the village.   I am sure the 
Parish Council will tell you more. 
 

Before I sign off and wish you all a Very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, I 

have to say that such thoughts are 
tempered and put into perspective by the 

awful events in Paris recently, and I am 
sure you join with me in sending our 

thoughts and prayers to all those who have 

suffered through these terrible atrocities. 
 
 
 
  

 



Adoption of Matlock Bath Station 

 

Work continues at Matlock Bath Station by the station adopters.  In September winter plants and bulbs were planted to 
ensure there is a lovely array of blooms over the winter and into spring.   
 

Adopters looked at other areas at 

the station which could be improved.  

The flower bed just in front of the 
station was looking very overgrown 

and the adopters decided this would 
be the next challenge.  As this land 

is owned by Derbyshire Dales District 

Council, permission had to be 
granted.  

 

After receiving permission from 

DDDC, the adopters set to 

clear it.  Although it was hard 
work, our adopters – Cllrs 

Lorraine Keeble, Michael 
Wilderspin and new adopter, 

Peter Keeble achieved their 

goal. 

 
 

 

 

 
The next job will be to rake the 

soil in readiness for low lying 

shrubs to be planted.The old 
walks information board will be 

removed and the wooden frame 
at the back of the area to be 

rebuilt and Artwork added. 
 

 

 
  

New Volunteer Opportunities at Cromford Mills – Arkwright Society  
 

The Arkwright Society is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to join the team at Cromford Mills to support their work in 
the new Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Gateway when it opens later in the year.   
 

The new Gateway will provide a focal point 

within the northern part of the Derwent 

Valley Mills World Heritage Site.  The 
Gateway will engage visitors in a variety of 

ways, providing opportunities to discover 
more about the heritage of this remarkable 

valley, and signposting them to key locations 

within Cromford and the wider World 
Heritage Site.  It will include a new 

auditorium, exhibition area, shop and an 
audio visual presentation inside Sir Richard 

Arkwright’s first mill, built when he came to 
Cromford in 1771. 
 

As a Gateway volunteer you will perform a 

range of tasks and inspire people to visit, 

learn and engage in the history of this 
amazing valley.  All volunteers will be given 

full training and a chance to discover more 
about the World Heritage Site.   
 

To find out more about volunteering in the 

Gateway, and any of the other volunteer 

opportunities within the Arkwright Society, 
visit the website – www.cromfordmills.org.uk  

Telephone 01629 823256 or email 
volunteering@arkwrightsociety.org.uk. 
 

 
 

http://www.cromfordmills.org.uk/
mailto:volunteering@arkwrightsociety.org.uk


Christmas & New Year Waste & Recycling 

 

 

 

To avoid confusion this year, the District Council 
will not be bringing forward any collections – bin 

teams will either be collecting on residents’ normal 

day or later than usual. 
 

In addition to scheduled recycling (blue bin/blue 
bags) collections, the District Council’s contractor, 

Serco, will do a household waste collection on 
consecutive weeks (w/c 21st and 28th December) 

to help with the usual build-up of festive throw 

away material. 
 

To help prioritise household waste collections, all 
garden waste (green bin/compostable sacks) 

collections are suspended during those two weeks. 

 
Food waste collections will continue to happen 

weekly and recycling collections fortnightly. 
  
If you wish to download a calendar it is available at www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/mycollection  
 

The District Council has put together a webpage of Christmas recycling tips at 
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/christmasrecycle  
 

Christmas Church Services 
 

This year’s Christmas services at Holy 
Trinity Church, Matlock Bath are as 

follows: 
 

Tuesday 15th December  

6.00 pm - School Christmas Performance 
Holy Trinity Church 
 

Thursday 17th December  

7.30 pm - Wirksworth Orchestra  
Holy Trinity Church 
 

Friday 18th December  

7.30 pm - Arkwright Carol Service 
St Mary’s Cromford 
 

Sunday 20th December  

6.00 pm - Candlelit Carol Service  
Holy Trinity Church 
 

 

 

Thursday 24th December    Friday 25th December  

4.00 pm – Crib Service, St Mary’s Cromford   10.00 am - Christmas Day Service, Holy Trinity Church 
11.00 pm - Christmas Service, St Mary’s Cromford 
 

Footpaths 
 

 
 

 

The footpaths are an integral part of our village and something that the Parish Council feels is 
an important priority.  Since the sad loss of our previous footpaths advisor on the 

Environment Committee, we have had nobody to take a special interest in them.  We are 

looking for someone who walks the footpaths in the village already or perhaps this could be 
the impetus for someone to start walking them.   Much of the work we do is by email.  We 

hope in the future to improve the signage and information available and maybe write articles 
about walks to continue the great work that Sophie started.  This will, of course, be in 

addition to the maintenance we already carry out.   
 

If you think it may be something you would like to get involved with please contact the Clerk. 
 

 

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/mycollection
http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/christmasrecycle


Winter Service Scheme   

 

You may recall that in the September issue of “A View from the Bath”, we outlined a scheme operated by Derbyshire 
County Council which the Parish Council will participate in this year – the Winter Service Scheme.  This scheme allows 

the Parish Council to distribute salt (which has been provided ‘free’ to the Parish Council) for the clearing of ice and snow 

on pavements.  We have a volunteer Snow Warden who will co-ordinate the clearing of the snow and ice on pavements 
with volunteers. 
 

We do know of many residents in the village who already clear pavements in the inclement weather but by participating 

in this scheme will allow the grit in the yellow bins dotted around the village to be used on the highway and therefore 
reducing the cost to the Council. 
 

Can we also stress to residents that the grit provided in the yellow bins should only be used for the highway and not 

private driveways. 
 

Volunteers who clear snow and ice will be required to complete a fit to participate form.  If you would like to volunteer 
to clear the pavements near you, please contact the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 07914 

420545. 
 

The Great War – Life in ‘The Bath’ Project 

 

 

With the current 2 year project ending in the autumn, the management committee are 
starting to look at a follow-on 2 year project to take though to 2018 and the centenary 

of The Armistice.  Before then however, we are working towards our next summer 
exhibition.  We would like to build on the success of the previous exhibitions but need 

contributions from residents, businesses and visitors to the village.  In the last project 
this ranged from loans of WW1 memorabilia to full blown projects and members of the 

family.  We are here to help and assist in this.  In the New Year, we are holding a free 

training course at the Records Office in Matlock on how to research.  We have experts 
in the village who can help and advise.  We also need people to assist with display, IT, 

acquisition of materials and exhibits.  Join this exciting project and maybe learn more 
about your family, the house you live in or your part of the village. Your commitment 

can be as large or small as you wish. 

We are also looking for help with developing the project into its next phase.  We are looking at the possibility of more 
than exhibitions, maybe theatre, music, film and investigating the possibility of a large scale event in the village in the 

summer of 2018.  We cannot do this on our own – we need your involvement.  Get in touch and share your thoughts or 

just listen to ours and see how you can contribute.  Contact though our dedicated email 
ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or pop in to the Mining Museum and speak to either Robin or Laura.  We are 

waiting to hear from you. 
 

Communication 
 

We hope you enjoy receiving and reading A View for The Bath as it is one of the key components of our communication 

with the village.  However, do not forget we also provide a wealth of up to date information (and many other recent 
documents and publications) elsewhere.  We have our comprehensive website and we also use social media – both 

Facebook and Twitter.  We encourage you to communicate with us.  The Clerk is the contact point for all Parish Council 

matters.  The most effective way for this is to use email but for those who prefer, you can telephone the Clerk. 
However, please remember she is only part time so you may not get an immediate answer but you can leave a 

message.   You can also communicate via social media and there is a contact us link on the website.  All Parish Council 
meetings are open for the public to attend and observe.  If you wish to speak at a meeting there is a section at the start 

where you can be given 3 minutes to address the Council.  However, please remember that the Council meets bi-

monthly so by using other forms of communication, you can get more a more immediate response.  Whichever format 
you choose – do get in touch.  We cannot guarantee to solve your problem immediately but can advise and help as 

required.  We would also love to hear from you if you have positive things to say about what we do or just suggestions 
as to how we can do things differently. 
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 A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

With so much happening in the village this autumn and all that is about to 
happen, I am going to limit my column in this edition to news. 
 

Benches – You may have seen the new benches that have appeared on North 

Parade to augment those already in situ.  The existing ones have proved really 

popular with both visitors and residents stopping to admire the view across the 
river.  When we have sunny days, they are ideally positioned.  I am sure the extra 

ones will be as popular as the older ones. 
 

You may not have noticed, however, that we have been renovating the 
benches in Memorial Gardens with damaged timbers replaced and the 

metalwork given a fresh coat of paint.  This is just another part of our 
ongoing programme of repairing when possible and providing new benches 

when finances allow. 
  

Christmas Tree – After all the problems with the Memorial Shelter, in the summer we put 

in place contingency plans for re-siting the fixings for the tree.  This also required a new 
electricity feed.  It is now positioned in the grassed area in front of the shelter.  We are 

grateful to DDDC for their co-operation and assistance in this work.  We also have plans to 
plant another tree to grow in the Memorial Gardens and in future years this can also be 

decorated for Christmas. 

 

 

 

Pictures of Old Matlock Bath – After 

discussions with Derbyshire Dales District 
Council on improvements to the Memorial 

Shelter display area for the WW1 project, it 
has been agreed by the Parish Council that 

we will commission large pictures of old 

Matlock Bath to be displayed in the entrance 
areas to the toilet once the refurbishment 

has been completed.   
 

 

It is hoped that these will make these rather bleak areas more welcoming and complement 

the Matlock Bath Heritage project being run by the Mining Museum.  The pictures will be 
visible through the glass fronts of the building and be illuminated. 
 

Notice Boards - The Parish Council has a new noticeboard on the main road just outside 

the Pavilion car park.  Hopefully this will be more accessible that the previous one which 
was at the rear of the Pavilion.  Over the winter, the Artists’ Corner noticeboard will be 

refurbished. It will be in the same position but larger than the current one when finished.  
 

I feel we are in exciting times for the village with so much happening and so many developments.  I would urge all to 

become as involved as you can in the activities and developments taking place.  Much of what the Parish Council does 
relies heavily on volunteers giving their time, expertise and enthusiasm in an attempt to improve life in the village for all.  

Let us make 2016 an even more memorable year and take the village into the future with pride.  Have a wonderful 
Christmas and a healthy New Year. 
 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!  
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